Put the Tree in the Sea!

Luke 17:1-6 And he said to his disciples, "Temptations to sin are sure to come, but  woe to the one through whom they come! 2  It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves!  If your brother sins,  rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' you must forgive him." 5  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. ESV

Heb 12:15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;  ESV

______________________________________________________________________

Identifying trees and plants with any absoluteness in the Bible is iffy at best.  There were no formal names of botany back then and the writers were not scientists nor were they really taking any effort to describe the trees and plants of which they wrote with any detail.  Such things are only mentioned when they were an active part of the story line.  To compound things, in ancient Israel, often the same name was used for different species of trees that shared certain characteristics and sometimes the same name was used for altogether different trees depending upon which part of the country one came from.  When you think about the difference in what certain words mean even today in our country between the east and the west and the north and the south, this shouldn't seem so strange.  We can get hung up on even pronunciations of something that everybody agrees to what we are talking about – is it “PEEcan PRAYline?”  Or “peCAN PRAWline?”  Or some mixture of the two?  

So it is with the tree of our text.  Jesus is teaching His disciples and to illustrate His point, He makes reference to a particular tree nearby.  Only scholars cannot decide precisely which tree He meant.  The modern translations all have “mulberry” because this is the easiest term to bring up something of meaning in an English and American mind.  But literally in the Greek, it is a sycamine tree and the KJV and several older translations just transliterate it.  To make matters more complicated, there are several such trees that could fit the bill.  Perhaps the sweet mulberry was meant, but perhaps the inferior but often confused, other “mulberry fig” or sycamine was meant.  The tree looked very much like the nicer mulberry and had very similar leaves, but the fruit was inferior.  Some scholars even contend that the sycamore, another similar but different tree should be considered.  

We have to find clues within the text when the words could point to more than on outcome.  Indeed, many scholars say something like, “well, Jesus is teaching on faith so the superior and sweeter black mulberry must be meant and not the inferior mulberry fig or sycamine fig.”  But a closer look of the context of Jesus' teaching reveals that Jesus was teaching on offenses and bitterness and unforgiveness and that is what is represented by the tree in question.  The faith figure is related, as always, to the mustard seed.  Let us take it as so – that the tree represents a negative thing, namely unforgiveness – and I think that God's word and Jesus' figure has something to say to us that we desperately need to hear.  

__________________________________________________________ 

In context Jesus was speaking to us in our text about temptation, offenses, and forgiveness.  Jesus didn't hide us from the truth of living for Him in an imperfect world:

Luke 17:1 And he said to his disciples, "Temptations to sin are sure to come, but  woe to the one through whom they come! ESV

Certainly we will be tempted, but God forbid that we would be the one to introduce such things into the lives of other people!  And then Jesus said:

Luke 17:2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. ESV

The wrath of God particularly comes when we allow ourselves to become a source of temptation and offense to children, whether that be in the natural sense or in speaking to someone new to Christ.  We should take heed of these warning and be very careful of our conduct and our speech around such “little ones.”  But then, in the list of things that shouldn't ever come about from our actions, and yet that were sure to come about, Jesus brings up offenses between people and opportunities to hold grudges and to harbor bitterness and unforgiveness:

Luke 17:3-4 Pay attention to yourselves!  If your brother sins,  rebuke him, and if he repents,  forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you  seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' you must forgive him." ESV

File this in the “easy to preach and hard to live” category.  Actually file this in the “easy to preach but extremely hard to live” category.  If someone sins against you, bring it up to him but if he repents and asks for forgiveness, then forgive him for it.  And if this process repeats seven times in the day, each and every day, and each time, he says, “I repent” then – and notice the words of Christ here – “you must forgive him.”  We would add to the scripture here with our natural actions:  “But Lord, he must be insincere to do the same thing seven times in a day.”  Regardless, “you must forgive him.”  Fool me once, shame on you, fool me twice shame on me.”  Nevertheless, “you must forgive him.”  It is an absolute imperative to following Christ successfully to be willing and able to forgive others repeatedly and lavishly.  Jesus did this – for us to truly be Christian we must imitate Christ in this.  There is no leeway nor out to this.  There are no stipulations or loop holes and escape clauses.  We will not be able to be truly successful at following Christ unless we face people taking advantage of us, lying on us, and mistreatment.  But our steps will diverge from His if at that moment, we harbor things and refuse to forgive.  To follow Christ, we must forgive as Christ did.  

I'm grateful that in the scriptures, there were real human beings following Jesus, because they often say what I would have wanted to say.  In this case, the disciples responded to Jesus' “must” with this:

Luke 17:5  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" ESV        

It was as if they were saying, “Lord, we need help with this.”  You're going to have to increase our faith for us to be able to obey this one.”  And in response to their asking for help on how to truly forgive, Jesus states the key verse of our text:

Luke 17:6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. ESV

In reference to their unforgiveness and bitterness and getting rid of it, Jesus turned to a common tree, literally a “sycamine” tree and allowed it to represent that issue and negative thing that must be removed from a person's life.  There is a reason that Jesus chose the sycamine fig that so closely resembled the sweet mulberry.  There is a reason that He did not just choose an apple or oak or palm tree.  When you understand everything that is connected with this tree, you come to realize why Jesus would single out “this tree.”  And why He would connect it to their unforgiveness and bitterness.  And, more importantly, you realize the fullness of the simple figure that our Lord used with His disciples.  For example:

1. The sycamine had a very large and deep root structure.  

The sycamine fig was known to have one of the deepest root structures of all the trees in the area.  It was a vigorous and large tree, often growing to heights of thirty feet or more.  It was able to weather all sorts of things and one didn't just walk by it and reach down and rip it up by hand.  To remove one of these trees was a serious endeavor requiring much effort and the older the tree, the deeper the root system!  Just cutting down the tree didn't kill it because it would grow back because the root system was so strong.  Hot weather and blistering temperatures wouldn't dissuade it because its root system was tapped into a water system far below the surface from which it fed.  Even digging up some of the roots didn't necessarily kill it, because even some of the smaller root ends would spring to life and pop up in unexpected places.  In other words, this tree was very difficult to eradicate and most people didn't bother, just letting the things grow.  

No wonder that Jesus would use this tree to represent unforgiveness and bitterness!  In our other text, the writer of Hebrews likened bitterness to a “root” that gets into one's life and again we have a stern warning to watch out for it:

Heb 12:15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;  ESV

The writers of scripture didn't waste space; the Holy Spirit was not superfluous in its directives.  There is a great reason why the disciples and early Apostles spent so much time on warnings such as these, because it was an issue among people of the early church and it is still an issue with people in God's church today.  Every day God's brand new mercies are available, but so are the devil's attempts to get you bitter.  We must “pay attention to ourselves!”  We must “see to it that nobody fails to obtain the grace of God.”  How could that happen in the church?  Because when we harbor unforgiveness and bitterness against a brother, then that is the only thing that can cause our previously forgiven and cleansed sins to come back to our account.
  How often Jesus came back to this very subject!  So the work of grace in our life yet comes to naught when we allow unforgiveness and bitterness to get rooted and grounded into our lives.  And when we allow it to root deep within us, it causes much trouble in our walk with God, the church, and it defiles many others, meaning that it causes people to fall into sin and away from God.  It causes them to act in such a way where they bring on the judgment of God and not the blessing.  And all of this from a little root of bitterness.  

The teaching of Jesus' use of the sycamine tree reminds us that the best time to deal with things is when they are small.  The longer we wait, then the more rooted and larger it becomes and thus the more difficult task to remove.  If years go by, it is not impossible, but it is a much greater and harder task to deal with than if we had taken care of it immediately.  Once rooted in a person's heart, that offense branches out until it affects and touches everything within a person's life and walk.  And we as Christians know that we should forgive, so when the obvious branches and trunk of criticism and slander come out, we make an attempt to cut it off, but the roots stay there and it grows back.  And yet though if things are deep rooted, it takes much effort and perhaps much time to get it gone, yet we must not give up in getting it removed!  We must not give up because of a second characteristic of this tree:

2. The Sycamine was the preferred wood for building caskets.

In Egypt and the Middle East, this tree was considered to the perfect wood for caskets and coffins.  It grew quickly in the rough and dry environment and was readily accessible in the desert terrain.  And it was a tough wood that repelled moisture.  Today, you have seen the Egyptian mummies and their perfectly preserved sarcophagus.  Most often those special caskets are made of sycamine wood.  

Again, we see why Jesus chose this tree to represent unforgiveness and bitterness.  Because like the sycamine, such things grow best and most prolific in spiritually dry conditions.  When people are on fire with the Holy Spirit and open to God and seeking Him with their whole heart and when their lives are the products of frequent rains of the Spirit of God that has utterly filled and saturated their very beings, it is very difficult for the seeds of bitterness to take hold in their lives.  You live in Texas, so you know that when we have regular rain, the crops and the flowers and the beautiful things grow, but when we are in times of drought is when the thorns pop up and take over.  The other things kept the thorns from being able to spring up, but when it is dry, they expand most rapidly.  So it is with this tree; so it is with bitterness and unforgiveness!  

Show me someone for whom church attendance has become optional or sporadic and you have just found someone easily offended.  Show me someone who comes to church, but who drags in and only contributes halfheartedly with their aim and worship and mind and are only going through the motions of prayer and praise and you have someone a prime candidate for bitterness to set in.  “Great peace have they which love thy law and nothing shall offend them” – that means that the most telling thing that makes it most likely for me to be offended is my spiritual and mental attitude and not your offense.  When I am offended, it is almost always because of my condition that I have let myself get in spiritually.  And usually it is a lack of love in my life for the things of God.  When I become spiritually dry, I am setting myself up for the roots of bitterness and the tree of unforgiveness to take hold in my life.

And when I allow such things to grow, I am producing something deadly!  What a powerful message this is!  Harboring bitterness and unforgiveness will spiritually bury you more quickly than anything else.  Don't fool yourself – harboring unforgiveness is like drinking poison hoping it kills somebody else.  These are things that produce death – these attitudes are the materials that Satan uses to put you six feet underground.  I heard a preacher say once something that I didn't agree with then, but I'm coming around to begin to think he had a point.  He said, “when someone backslides or leaves the kingdom of God or a church, it is always because they got offended.”  But he went on to say that if this is so, then the way to make it and not fail the grace of God is to not let yourself get offended.  And that means staying spiritually drenched with the Holy Spirit and a love for the things of God; that means not going through spiritual cruise control times where you just go through the motions; that means getting out bitterness and such when it is small and just started and if there be any such trees of unforgiveness rooted in our lives, then getting it out at whatever cost or expense.  Because left unchecked it will become your spiritual coffin!  It will kill you if you ignore it!

3. The sycamine tree produced a fig that was very bitter to eat.   

It is no wonder that most of the modern translations choose “mulberry tree” to try to put the tree's image in the English reader's mind because the mulberry and the sycamine were very similar in appearance.  Both produced a fruit that looked identical, a type of fig.  However the similarities ended when one bit into the fruit; the sycamine tree produced a fig that was extremely bitter.  It looked as luscious and as delicious as the black mulberry, yet when a person tasted the fruit of the sycamine he discovered that there was a great difference!

Because the mulberry fruit was sweet and delicious, it was very expensive and its cost meant that it was usually eaten by the wealthier people.  But the sycamine fig was cheap and therefore affordable to poor people.  Because the poor people couldn't afford the delicious mulberry fruit, they munched on the product of the sycamine tree as a cheap substitute.

The fruit of forgiveness is sweet and leads to a life of faith that produces richness in God and spiritual prosperity.  Have you ever wondered why some people seem overly blessed of God?  Why some people's ministeries are more fruitful than others?  I overheard a conversation once between my pastor and someone else in passing and they didn't realize that I heard them.  And I only stopped because I heard my name.  The other person asked, why is Sibley so successful so young?  Why has God blessed him so?  And I stopped because I wanted to hear my pastor's response.  His answer was, “of all of the young men I've pastored, his attitude is the highest.  You can't offend him and he stays upbeat.”  I hope that's still true; I wonder sometimes if that is still true.  But whether that is true of me or not, there is something to that.  The fruit of forgiveness is the fruit of Calvary which leads to sweetness and fullness and richness in God.  The fruit of unforgiveness is a bitter pill to swallow and a poor substitute for the other.  Some people are “Christian” and to appearances look the same as the other, but inside their heart is bitter and, oh, it makes all of the difference in the world!

In our other text, we find the waters of Marah, meaning bitter, being healed by Moses so that the people of God could drink them.  The healing of the bitterness came from a tree being thrown into the midst of the water.  This is quite the opposite of Jesus' sycamine illustration!  The Calvary and the Cross equals forgiveness and when you put in forgiveness into your life, you are putting the cross and its message into the waters of your spirit.  And that means that every time you forgive, you are putting the example of Calvary – where hanging from a cruel tree, Jesus said, “Father forgive them...” – into your heart and your attitude.  When you let go of things and refuse to hold people hostage to what they've done, you are following Him truly and by placing the tree of Calvary into your spirit and following its model, the result is that the bitter waters are made sweeter!  

And if you read on in that Old Testament passage, you will find that God made a covenant to heal them of other things when the tree was thrown in.  And when you keep on reading, you will find that He led them to a place of pure and sweet water surrounded by palm trees and they found an oasis in the desert.  Such is the rich result of producing the fruit of forgiveness in your lives – it leads to the bitterness turning sweet again; it leads to God pronouncing providential blessings over your life; it leads to His guiding you forward to oasis in this life and to rich and wonderful settings in which to make your journey!  The fruit of forgiveness is altogether sweet!

But the fruit of the sycamine is anything but – it was so bitter that it couldn't be eaten whole.  In order to consume an entire sycamine fig, the eater had to nibble on it a little at a time.  He would take a small bite and then return to take another nibble.  It was truly a bitter pill to swallow!

Truly bitterness and the fruit of unforgiveness is tart and bitter!  Like the fig, most people who are bitter have had the feelings a long time.  They leave it alone for a few days, but return to chew on it some more and they never leave it alone for long.  The easiest way to tell if you truly are harboring unforgiveness is if a few weeks or even months later, something reminds you of it, and all of the emotion and the tart and bitter taste comes back.  You are nibbling again.  And as you return again and again to that bitter fruit, the result is that you feel your life with poison and roots of bitterness spread throughout.  And it affect everything about you:  your prayers, your relationships with other people, your walk with God, your praise, your blessings.  And the result is that you end up poor – not only financially but lacking spiritual blessings and living far beneath what you should.  Yet how sad that so many people continue in spiritual poverty eating the poor substitute when they could be eating the fruit of faith!  

4. The sycamine tree was pollinated only by wasps.

Most fruit trees are pollinated by birds and bees that move from flower to flower, but this tree is not so naturally pollinated.  The pollination process is only initiated when a wasp stuck its stinger right into the heart of the fruit.  In other words, the tree and fruit had to be stung in order to reproduce.  

How many times have you heard someone speak and realize that they had been “stung” by someone's hurting them.  And that sting yet was causing them to spread their bitterness and their unforgiveness around until it affected others.  The wasp of bitterness stung them, and rather than getting rid of such a thing, it found the fruit of unforgiveness already present and the result was that the roots and cancer spread from one to another.  Bitter parents produce bitter children.  Bitter hearts produce bitter friends.  Bitter words kill Godly unity.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.  One has only to listen to see where the wasps of bitterness has found his favorite tree and fruit deep inside!  And the bad thing about sycamine trees is that they last beyond the human lifetime.  They grow and grow and last for eons!  So does a person who begins to reproduce out of bitterness produce things that outlast them physically!  You must get rid of this tree and roots!  You must put the tree out of your life!  

____________________________________________________

But there is hope!  Jesus would not command you to do something that is impossible and He would not identify something for which He would not also give the remedy!  Christianity offers you something that no other religion can give – true forgiveness and the ability to truly forgive!  And don't think the too aren't related!  I am forgiven so that I can forgive!  And without the one, I cannot claim the other!  Jesus' healing command is just as simple as the other and here it is:

Put the tree in the sea!

That's the answer that Jesus gave when the disciples asked for His help in faith in this area.  He told them:

Luke 17:6 And the Lord said,  "If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. ESV

Again the answer is to “put the tree in the sea.”  Here's how to do this:

1. You must let your faith grow again in God.

When the root of bitterness grows, it chokes life out of your faith.  As a person's heart is overwhelmed gradually by the tree of unforgiveness, the mustard seed of faith is quenched and suppressed.  Again, Jesus did not say if you had faith the size of a mustard seed but “like a grain of mustard seed.”  He is referring to something that can grow and grow and grow far beyond one's expectations upon first sight.  Faith as a grain of mustard seed is a faith that can grow in great proportions.  We all have a measure of faith – the “if” of Jesus' words is whether or not we will plant it again and let it expand in our life.

For the root of bitterness to go, you must be willing to trust God again.  The tendency when you are hurt and hurt deeply by others is to get mad at God.  The norm is to blame God and His kingdom and to lash out at His shepherds and His people.  It's time to believe that you can do all things through Christ who gives you strength.  You've got to change your mind about God again.  Before you came to God, you couldn't be blessed until you changed your mind about God and His Word and began to let faith grow and stepped out trusting Him.  Now you've got to realize that roots of bitterness and trees of unforgiveness have changed your viewpoint of God for the worse.  You've got to make up in your mind to trust Him again.  Nothing can happen until you fulfill this “if” in your life.  If you will have faith like a mustard seed, if you will plant your faith and allow it to grow again.  If you will begin to trust God again and stop blaming Him and accept His sovereignity and if you will stop blaming others and look to Jesus with hope, then healing can begin but not until.  It's time to believe God again!  It's time to believe that with God “nothing is impossible” and “there is nothing too hard for God.”  it's to realize that that applies to your current hurt and situation too.  That it applies to your wound and your bitterness.  You can overcome it, but you've got to have faith in God again!  The tree has to go into the sea, but it will not move until you have faith in God to address it with!  

2. You've got to speak to the tree of bitterness. 

Jesus said, “say unto this tree.”  You've got to get the tree of Calvary back into your heart and your mind and the waters of your spirit.  That means speaking the language of Calvary.  Jesus didn't just think forgiveness, but He spoke forgiveness on the cross:  “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  He was innocent; He was not at fault; He was being cruelly treated and yet He said the words.  Forgiveness of others doesn't come through a mental decision.  You've got to speak to the tree.  

You need to get over whose fault it is.  So if you are innocent in every way – doubtful because you are not as sinless as Christ – but even if you are innocent and they are in the wrong, yet the example of the cross is that we, the innocent victim, speak forgiveness first.  There were people there that day who were there on the Day of Pentecost fifty days later and who followed Peter's commandment to repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and to receive the Holy Spirit.  When the innocent victim who had done no wrong was yet willing to speak forgiveness, then those who had done wrong were able to speak forgiveness.  Your actions set off a chain reaction of either bitterness or forgiveness.  And it starts with you.  It doesn't matter whose fault it is – that proves nothing and only lets the roots of the sycamine to grow and grow.  Get Calvary into your spirit again and let it turn the bitter waters sweet!  And that means speaking to the tree of bitterness!  

You've got to say to the tree.  You've got to admit it's there.  Don't pretend that it's not if it is.  You're only fooling yourself and not doing a very good job of that.  If your prayers are being hindered, if the promises of God are not coming to fruition, if His mercies don't seem new and fresh each morning, then it's there, that ugly root of bitterness.  If your desire is to quit serving God or not to serve Him as fervently, it's there.  If you are ill at the minister or your brother and sister in life, it's there.  If your closest relationships are not growing in a Godly manner, then it's there.  Denying it only gives the roots even more time to sink down into the bedrock of your life and stalling only makes it harder to deal with tomorrow.  It's there and it will destroy you.  You've got to call it what it is.  Stop trying to invent things that are wrong with you.  If you are spiritually poor, most likely it is that root and tree.  It's there.  But God cannot help you with it until you name it for what it is!  You've got to speak unto the tree!  You've got to speak Calvary into your situation!  It's time to admit the issue and to speak forgiveness instead of bitterness!  To follow Christ's example instead of the devil's path!  You can get healing but you've got to speak to the tree!  

You cannot put the tree into the sea until you put the tree into the sea.  Do you get that?  You've got to speak the language of Calvary – forgiveness – and put the cross into the waters of your heart, before you can cast the root of bitterness into the sea where Jesus told us to put it!

3. You must make your flesh and emotions obey your commands.  

When your faith has risen in God again; when you have finally admitted your need to deal with some things and gotten over your foolish pride, then Jesus said that you must speak unto the tree and say to it, “be uprooted and planted into the sea.”  You've got to rip this thing out by the roots and you've got to get it out.  This is language that depicts someone so utterly determined to get something out of the ground.  It means you pull and you dig and you pull and you dig until the roots are utterly gone!  And when you begin pulling them out, “plant them in the sea.”  

What does Jesus mean?  You don't plant plants in the sea ordinarily, certainly not the sycamine tree.  The sea is made of salt water which kills such plants.  If you throw the roots into the sea, then the salt water kills any chance of it finding more soil to take root in and it is utterly destroyed.  Some people only relocate their feelings.  Some people have this dumpster in the back of their heart out of sight on the backside of what most people see in their lives and instead of taking those feelings of unforgiveness and bitterness and casting them into the sea where they are gone for forever, they just move them and relocate them to the garbage pile of harbored, inward feelings where they spring to life again and grow and grow and grow!  You've got to get these emotions out and you've got to utterly kill them!  You cannot nurture them or even just uproot them – you've got to utterly destroy them!

Notice the last phrase, “it would obey you.”  That word means to submit and to utterly obey.  If bitterness has taken root in your life that means that you have allowed it to control you and for it to tell you what to do.  If unforgiveness has poisoned your heart, that means that you somewhere you gave in and let it be boss.  Somewhere you gave in to what your flesh was telling you and you acted like you felt and allowed those emotions to dictate your feelings towards life and others and your actions too.  You've been allowing something from the outside that came into you control you and your actions.  But what  Jesus was saying was for you to get deliverance, you have to be determined to get these roots utterly out and you've got to believe that He will and can help you.  But you've also got to “put the tree in the sea” and make it obey you.  It's time that you tell your heart how to act and not the root of bitterness!  It's time for the repentant and abundantly forgiven you to speak and not the unforgiveness that has tried to engulf you.  It's time for you to dictate your actions to others and not allowing the wasp of bitterness to speak through you.  Instead of obeying what your flesh and your infected emotions have told you to do, it's time you start commanding your heart and spirit to obey God and His Word and His Spirit!  

Like an unruly child who will push you and push you until you finally stand up and have enough, so is the roots of bitterness and the trees of unforgiveness.  But if you will step up in faith and speak forgiveness and then rein in your emotions and your feelings and when that old root tries to well up, you say, “nope, thanks for showing yourself, I thought I got all of you last week.”  “Into the sea you go, buddy, you're no longer in charge of me!”  And then a month later someone mentions something that causes your flesh to bring back a flood of memories and yet this time instead of giving in to the feelings and the hurts and allowing them to dictate to you what to do, you say, “no way, I didn't know any of you were still there.  You're no longer welcome here and I won't feed you nor nurture you anymore.  You're gone and you're going to die.  You're not welcome.  You're not in charge any more.  I'm in charge and I'm obeying Jesus and following Him.  I'm speaking forgiveness and you're outta here!”  

It's time to uproot such things before they destroy us!  It's time to give your heart back to the sole control of Jesus Christ and His Spirit.  It's time to walk in spiritual richness again and to experience the steady and regular rain of the Holy Ghost in your life!  It's time for His fullness to be manifested in you!  It's time to get new mercies everyday again in Him and be restored to the wonder of living for Him!  It's time!  Put the tree in the sea!       
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